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Travel: Africa

Kenya,

without
e

crowds

The Masai Mara, traditional
tribes and breakfast with
giraffes form a safari that

seems far away from Kenya's

troubles. Rupert Uloth meets
the man behind the idea

HE likes of Mikey Carr-Hartley
shioiakd be the focus of thisir own
cOscrvnlion pEopects; his vision
[ Uhee obiservalion of Kenyan wild-
lile sunal B ot imang koo of Crpdicksnal tralbal
lifie in thee By = enlighitened, sosainabibe and
aul heivtie, He has no time for the eeowils of
minkibises &0 a Lo Kill or peeudo-tribesmen
whas ship into jeans and regplsce the (P as
RO A Lhe bonrists honve depurtisd
He's fourth peneralbn—is greal-grand
Fanher forst come (o Renyn in 1ES6G, and his
father and grandfsther were Gamed for tweir
tracking wnd hundng skills, They helped on
Mms sueh s King Solormons Wines and
A vowsin maemareod the Dismney lhestratiors for
Thee Lion King. Mr Care-Harthey Inas distilled
theese genes inio & trave] Bnsiness il gives
visilors as real o taste of Africa as yoo can
e in Ehe few deys most of us have 0 spane
He @l tasne e wiisae “ep of marrying Tnnya
herself Trom w distinguished Kemyan fuonily
the Hoperofts, and o determined nnd Mmoe
sprit wiho ws brought ap on te shores gl
Lake MNalvasha and who iz andaonged Iy
ferrying their three chibilren wnider Tve vast
distances acmss U bush. They mel wivn
working fow the Wiklensteln family, knocking
dhown Lhe By s remade lodge eoal rebailsl-
ing it for ench visit. This vest of Mr Carr
Hartlev's immmginadion, punBiemee mod lald-
ing skills = standing him in good sewd
As I arrive, he s just secured the par-
chase of Glraffe Manor, an extinsrdinary
Imudbed eng oy U el ol Mirodi. Froen the ot -

= mihe, bt eohd b a sodiel manse in the Seottish
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Excase me, could you pass the marmalade?
RAupart Woth and a Rothechild girafie

Game drives offer the chance to gimpae the
psychadelic stripes of the rare Growy zebra

borders, But ruther Chin the <kicl of pipes,
lireakTast a5 pecompanbed by e prehensile
lips off Roth=chibd girafles greedily helping
Ui bves: toe s Troem @ bowl rght next o
my o, Lhe brown-pdahspatierned neck
o consilerabde hindranee to marogdace
aceess, [U's a fitting introdoctbom to Africa.,
and @ greal stoposer [of many muesis who
arrve in the evening on the London Mgl
Thizsse e tricky thmes for the Kenya touris
Inhustry, As well as e worldwide ecomseamic
downturm, the country’s recent electorml
unrest sponked internatinnal visitors, When
I was thatre, the mathosal papers were dis-
mmyed] that that the aqsesition. whio enteped
it eoalltion with the governmant, seem
'r:-l'-l':I.'\.I'IIP||II'|'|.'I.'|-1I|'.'.I|:-.'| TRl I |I'|'|III'J:||:':|
in w brabl soi oLy e e oy, Bl whhem wae
arrived b the peniote lesh of the Sam b
mreg b portieern ey, 10 was hared to belleve
that centrl goverment b el reach aor
infMuenee inoo these trackitbonal wsd freely
aiabonomanis areas. [nceed, ape Crllesminn
cheerfolly admitted o raiding cautile froan
neighibwmring Uritees, “They wepe onir catthe e
eaplinbied reasonably, with a glenmbing grin

Sharing the Kemmn droam: with his rownd,
opan, freckled face, crop of dark brow halr,
bright blue eyes and ready smila, 37-year-
d Mikey Carr-Hartley is the porfect hoat
for fresh-faced neweomers and old Africa
hands slike, drawing on years of oxpareencn
and knowledge to answer all questions in
hia messwred, good-humoured 1ones
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ndcimg: ALl the world's cows Delong Lo us.

Wiith his o hanads, Mr Carr-Hartley hos
bl i elrenm bsdite, Sasanh, on U Deead b
s sy H_!.:lli:-ll:n'-l'r. thhex oy caamnp on this
community-owned Lend, Separale thatcleed
bubldings eiach have a sictingg roser, batli-
risoams, beabrooan and plunge poaod. Cn ghamse
drives, we spot the 'Sambuare Big Five'—rare
brewdds Enaligemsous 1o porthern Eenyn, incucd-
Ingg eunbd by bookiing grevy sedira (ol wihich only
200D e bt d b el el weith s peychesdedic-
elly close stripes and pamildn-like cars, and
e Eerenak, Lhii e |_'| H_.I:I'I'I"' that ran stand
il ann i bidmid bogs Bo vsad lesivess. W visitied
i sc-lus, wlibch Dias been 1-|||.]1|H||l:l|'l‘| ||_l|' Al
CurrHarthsy's company, Tamimi, Children
o have regular classes in o progaer babld-
ing, andd thee village hos a regulnr waler
suppdy, saving women and children carry-
ing it for miles overy doy, Thesse pastoralists
sl D aus Uhseir sncestors s amd traditional
ceremonbes sich as clroameisben e sgill

WA SO, 24, uk

i Dl mbal part of thelr sockil strsciare
W saow thie boww buts mncde o paodes mmd and
sl dhnig, The propgeed-up sthcks Dhat T
cabe Chud elders are insice & o, sl vwomeen
ot buasily alsowt heir dally chores as the
et pile Lhepsehors beggtiful wigh telks,

Fr ikl e, we Bsan] dhoeim singng aned
dancing in the dried river bed, saanet iing
Ll alin ity wvening? in U same wixy thal
il Lin v IFE a0 iy 1 hi LIET] Ev Ty ik
our piurty was siruck by bow oontented they
el (s e, despile Raving sa Fewe priadarrisel
e st e s o ] T gyt a fosid i
erush when yon have toaothbirush trees svery
whwere, Dhiar spotber, Doudi, told s Chal S50
0] SEEARE WeTe Sunsumaed a1 |||'-«.'.'.'|'||||II|I;.;_:'.'|_".
liks Leeth would have shumed a Flalbywood
slariet with an on-call centist

The grassy pluins of the Masai Mura are
a conirast to e mome enclosed landscape
ol Sambura with iis trees nmd bushes, The
i -||.I|I-:-|.-Ih:|L.l.'--||'r\-' b ]y Lo s RS

Dancing in a swirl of sun-drenchied calour: the tribsapeopke of the Sambur in northam Keryo B as thelr ancestors have done for centuries

ol preople. Bt st of the lodges ame chestensd

in the morth-eastern corner, wmd Mr Carr-
Hartbey has set up tenbed Sal's Camgr on Uw
st of a former poachers’ camp on L Tan-
caninn border, with hot slawers ol com
fortable beds. The camge 1= taken dessvn for
fouar meomihs of thee year, leaving the plivee o
e rhino. We saw @ lboas KD, sveral rlkno,
dozing chectnhs, elephanis—ig was ms i we
T [ CALT aYW pErivale i jxo e

Nersveads cnats frorm S50 TR rrmel Serlin s
ey S50 prvpav= el el ing food, drink
pimcl pierdiat olrdees, S rur_r.'n' v o apeeil ol

S B prcieas off fice e el Bee oo of Jane.
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Birediah Afvroerges (D834 403 0787 weenda
carranl [lies from Fleatbeoae to Mool freon
S50 ppr wetacen (e tecelers auldl UK tevres)
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